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This position will attract the attention of any civil law
writer as a striking contrast to established doctrines. In all
countries outside of the United States, the concept of personal
law has preserved a dominant position and has retained more
vigor than its ancient opponent, the territorial law, which has
found such eminent defenders in this country. On the other
hand, the traditional theory has been challenged in several
respects by recent European critics, and reference has re-
peatedly been made to the American rules for this purpose.
The broader conception of the personal law is to be found
authoritatively defined in recent treaties concluded between
Western and Oriental powers, whereby foreigners are ex-
empted from the territorial jurisdiction in "matters of per-
sonal law." It is interesting to note that the United States has
participated in such treaties. The following definition is given,
for instance, in the Agreement between the United States and
Persia, concluded on July 11, 1928:12
"Whereas Persian nationals in the United States of America
enjoy most-favored-nation treatment in the matter of per-
sonal status,... non-Moslem nationals of the United States in
Persia shall be subject to their national laws in the said matter
of personal status, that is, with regard to all questions con-
cerning marriage and conjugal community rights, divorce,
judicial separation, dowry, paternity, affiliation, adoption,
capacity of persons, majority, guardianship, trusteeship, and
interdiction 5 in regard to movable property, the right of suc-
cession by will or ab intestate, distribution and settlement 5
and, in general, family law."
By the Convention of Montreux of May 8, 1937, which
abolished the system of capitulations in Egypt, the Mixed
Tribunals were retained for a further period, running until
1949, and status and capacity were declared to be subject to
the jurisdiction of these tribunals in the absence of consular
jurisdiction where the religious courts are not competent. This
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